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Title: God-Honoring Marriage (DD-16)

Purpose: To instruct the hearers of the puritan distinction of God-honoring marriage.

Introduction
In our studies of biblical doctrines, we presently are focusing upon the puritan distinctives. Already we have considered the liberty of conscience, God-honoring worship. Now we move to the 3rd puritan distinctive:  God-honoring Marriage.
SECTION 3:  GOD-HONORING MARRIAGE

And this God-honoring marriage has two parts to it 1) a wholesome view of marriage 2) an emphasis upon biblically regulated duties in marriage. 
Trans: God honoring marriage begins w/...

I.  
A WHOLESOME VIEW OF MARRIAGE
A.
Explained - What do we mean by a wholesome view of marriage?

1.
What we mean is that the marriage state is not less spiritual, godly, honorable, and ennobling as the single state. It is not debasing, dehumanizing; nor is it to be viewed as a necessary evil simply for the propagation of the human race and the satisfaction of less than holy sexual desires and passions. But marriage is equally as virtuous, holy, and pleasing to God as the single state. 
2.
Historical Perspective

a.
Not long after the apostolic era, there was a tendency among theologians to have a very negative and low view of the marriage state. Reading the “church fathers” on marriage is dismal. They despised the marriage state and exalted the single state.
b.
And even today, this view of marriage is still very much alive in the Roman Catholic Church.

· Double talk. But clear that their view of marriage and sexual union is unwholesome.  Thus their insistence that Mary who married Joseph remained a perpetual virgin.
· Some teach that the fruit w/c God forbade Adam and Eve to eat in the garden was not really a literal fruit; but that the fruit symbolized the sexual union.
· And thus even now, the Roman Catholic Church still insist that “priests” and “nuns” should not marry but remain single, in spite of the gross immorality and perversity that is going on among “priests” and “nuns”.

c. 
The Reformers, and especially the Puritans after them, strongly disagreed with this negative and low view of marriage and they insisted on the wholesomeness of marriage. 
· “especially the Puritans” because although the Reformers had a high view of marriage, the Puritans were the ones who put great emphasis on this teaching.
· J.I. Packer: Quest for Godliness:  259f: “They (the Puritans) did not invent this ideals (of marriage); it is there in the original Reformers.  But in teaching and enforcing it they gave it such strength, substance, and solidity as to warrant the verdict that in the same sense in w/c, under the providence of God, they were the       ‘creators’  of the .. Christian Sunday, so they were also of the ..  Christian marriage, the .... Christian family, and the .... Christian home.” 
· Thus in the 1689, one chapter is devoted entirely on marriage.
B.
Supported - But what is the biblical basis for this wholesome view of marriage? Three
1.
The bible is clear that marriage is an institution ordained by God at creation, even prior to the fall.
a.
Gen 1:26-28 (READ). God created man in His image and likeness - both male and female. And they together were to populate the earth. And this was prior to the fall, before the entrance of sin into the world. Thus there is nothing debasing, dehumanizing about the marriage union. That is part of God’s original creation.
b.
Then we are given a more telescopic view of what actually took place when God created man in Gen 2:18-25 (READ).
· It is not good for man to be alone. And none among the animals could ever be a suitable helper of man - a helper that perfectly answers to his needs. Therefore, God created the woman to become the wife of the 1st man that she might become a suitable helper for him.
· Therefore, marriage is to be viewed as a good and gracious gift from God, not just for the purpose of procreation, but for the purpose of union and communion.
· Ecclesiastes celebrates this reality - Ecc. 4:9-12 (READ). 
2.
The bible is clear that the sexual union in marriage is pure and holy in God’s sight. 

a.
Gen 2:24 - “one flesh” - sexual union - 1Cor 6:16 (READ).
· Some “church fathers” believe that had sin not entered the world man would have procreated by a “harmless form of vegetation” (Origen; Gregory Nyssa). But that is a clear denial of the text.
· So even before the fall, the man and his wife were to have the sexual union. And they were to do it in the holy garden where God communed w/ man. It is holy.
b.
Heb. 13:4 (READ). The marriage bed is undefiled.
· Word translated. “bed” is “ koi`th” were the English word “coitos” comes from. And the word translated “undefiled” is the same word use to described Christ in Heb 7:26. Thus the marriage bed where the sexual union takes place is undefiled. It is holy. It only becomes defiled with fornication and adultery.

· So when then is the marriage bed defiled? As indicated in the text, only by fornication and adultery. But sex w/in the marriage union is holy and pure.

c.
The clear teaching of Pro 5
· Vss 1-14 (READ). So here is an explicit warning and condemnation against sex outside of marriage.
· So does this mean that a man and woman is never ever going to enjoy sex? Of course not.   Vss 15-19 (READ).  Do you see what the father here is saying to his son? Enjoy sex with your wife to the full.  Vs 19  “ let her breast satisfy you at all times; Be exhilarated always with her love”. The word translated “exhilarated” could also be translated “ intoxicated” ( Pro 20:1)
· Now is this kind of sexual enjoyment displeasing to God? No. Vss 20-23. Clear implication is that only sex outside marriage will displease God. But that is not true of sex and its enjoyment w/in the marriage union. Just as God finds it pleasing for us to enjoy the food that we eat just as long it is not stolen and just as long as it is received w/ gratitude, so also the sexual union w/in the bond of marriage. God wants us to enjoy it and has even designed our bodies that we might enjoy it.

3.
The bible is clear that a negative attitude towards marriage is anti-Christian. 

a.
1Tim 4:1-5 (READ)
· Asceticism, which includes a negative view of marriage, is not a teaching that comes from heaven, but a teaching that comes from the pit of hell. Vs 1b.
· Furthermore, indicated in the texts is that taking heed of that teaching are the very first steps towards the apostasy the Spirit has explicitly prophesied about. Vs 1a. 
· Moreover, clearly indicated here is that those who pay attention to ascetic teachings manifest a conscience that is no longer functioning properly. Vs 2.
· For why did God created marriage and various kinds of food?  God created them to be gratefully shared by those who believe and know the truth. Vss 3-5
b.
This spirit of apostasy manifested not long after the apostolic era. i.e. Origen, Chrysostom, Augustine, Gregory of Nyssa.
C. 
Defended
1.
But does not 1Cor 7 teach that the single state is better than marriage?

a.
Answer is yes. But the text itself makes it clear that there were peculiar circumstances at the time Paul wrote the letter that made the single state more advisable.
b.
1Cor 7:25-28 - Paul is advising the singles not to get married because of unusual circumstances they were in w/c he calls as “the present distress”. And this most likely refers to the intense persecutions that Christians went thru during the early history of the church.  Therefore, everything that Paul says about the single state is colored by this reality of what he calls as “the present distress”. And this is not something that we are imposing upon the text but the text itself explicitly says this. 
c.
Therefore, in the absence of what Paul calls here as “the present distress” marriage  cannot be said to be inadvisable. It is more of the Christian norm.

2. 
But was not X’s, our supreme example, single? And does that not teach us that to remain single is more Christ-like?
a.
Remember that Christ’s mission on earth was specifically to die upon the cross in obedience to the will of His Father. Therefore, marriage is incongruous to the fulfilling of that mission.
b.
The same can be said of Paul and his companions. 

· Why did they remain single? Because marriage would be incongruous to their dangerous missionary journeys. 2Cor 1:23-28 (READ).  Marriage would be completely incongruous to a ministry that would involve that kind of life. 
· Thus, unlike Paul who was not married, the other Apostles stayed for the most part in Jerusalem or not very far from Jerusalem. Clear from Acts.

c.
In addition, when Paul speaks of the qualification of elders or pastors, whose ministry focuses on one specific local church, he assumes that as a norm, they would be married. 1Tim 3:1-2, 4-5 (READ). Not go so far as to say that an elder must be married, but what Paul assumes is that as a norm an elder will be a married man.

3.
But did not X’s teach that at the resurrection marriage will no longer be a reality?  And does this not teach us that the single state is more spiritual and heavenly?
a.
That during the resurrection, marriage will no be longer a reality is clear from Scriptures. Mt 22:28-30 (READ).

b.
But to deduce from this that the single state on earth is more spiritual and heavenly than the married state is to go against the clear teachings of Scriptures elsewhere. There will be many changes that will be introduced during the resurrection, but it would be irresponsible for us to make deductions from that state and apply it to our state now on earth, especially if that deduction is against the clear teachings of Scriptures elsewhere.
c.
If there is anything we are to learn from that Mt 22 passage, it is that marriage is temporary, and therefore, we must not live as if that were to last forever. But to say that the single state is more godly and spiritual than the married state is to go against the clear teachings of Scriptures.
Trans:  Another aspect of God-honoring marriage is...

II.
AN EMPHASIS UPON THE BIBLICALLY REGULATED DUTIES IN MARRIAGE
A. The God who ordained marriage at creation is Himself the God who gave regulations concerning marriage. But many professing Christian today make light of these regulated duties.  However, if marriage is to be God-honoring, the biblically regulated duties must be emphasized and must be taken seriously, and here the Puritans were exemplary.
B.
Listen to the language of Scriptures.
1.
1Tim 5:8 (READ). That’s strong language but that’s true and biblical language. 

a.
Neglect of family responsibilities is tantamount to denying the Christian faith and anyone who does that becomes even worse than an unbeliever.
b.
In our day, people who neglect family duties for the sake ministry are viewed as spiritual for that indicates that they love Christ more than the members of the family. But that is a twisting of the word of Christ.
2.
1Tim 3:1-2a, 4-5 (READ).
a.
For the Holy Spirit, any man who neglects his domestic responsibilities as husband and father is disqualified from the pastoral office. That is how important fulfilling domestic responsibilities is to the Holy Spirit.
b.
And this is where many ministers err. For in following Paul’s example as a minister they do not keep in mind the fact that Paul was not married. In many ways, Paul is an example for ministers, but not in domestic godliness bec. he was not married.

3.
Titus 2:1-5 (READ).
a.
Domestic godliness is part of sound doctrine. And that’s why we must put emphasis on it.
b.
And Paul is careful to give specifics instructions as to how Christian’s wives are to live that God’s word may not be dishonored. Not to have our marriages regulated by God’s Word will bring dishonor to God’s word and it will destroy the Christian witness.
c.
And the opposite is true. Having our marriages regulated by God’s word will bring honor to God and His word. It will strengthen the Christian witness. People might hate our doctrines, but if our families are carefully regulated and ordered according to God’s word, then that will command the respect of others. This is good testimony of many Reformed Baptist Churches.
4.
Ephesians 3:2021; 5:22-6:9 (No time to read all.)
a.
In Ephesians Paul is dealing particularly with the church, the New Humanity. And one of the things he deals with is how God be glorified in the church? 
b.
Now one large section Paul devotes to in this letter is domestic godliness. Only when there is the cultivation of domestic godliness in the church will God be truly glorified in that church.

5.
Col 3:18-4:1 (No time to read all.)
a.
In Colossians Paul deals with growth in true spirituality. 
b.
And one of the things Paul deals with in this letter is again domestic godliness as oppose to asceticism and mysticism. Growth in true spirituality involves the cultivation of domestic godliness as defined and regulated by God.

6.
We find the same emphasis in 1Pet 3:1-7 (No time to read all.)

a.
Peter is dealing with living before a pagan world that persecutes Christians and how Christians are to maintain a good testimony in that context. 
b.
And again Peter puts the emphasis on biblically regulated duties in the domestic sphere.
7.
We find this emphasis also in the book of Proverbs. In the passage there is as great wealth of revelation concerning marriage, sex, raising of children, etc. .
C. 
So since the bible puts great emphasis on this issue, we must put emphasis upon them so as to glorify God.
Conclusion: So these are the two aspects of God-honoring marriage: a wholesome view of marriage and an emphasis upon the biblically regulated duties in marriage.
